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Edlund, Carl

From: Webster, Susan
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2013 12:57 PM
To: Curry, Ron; Coleman, Sam; Edlund, Carl; Phillips, Pam; Broyles, Ragan; Gray, David; 

Stanton, Larry; Tulis, Dana; Boynton, Lisa; 'EOC EPAHQ'; Irizarry, Gilberto; Taheri, Diane
Subject: West Explosion, R6 Update; May 1, 2013 Noon CDT

West Fertilizer Plant Explosion 

Regional Update 

May 1, 2013, 1200 CDT 

•         TCEQ has scheduled cessation of 24 hour air monitoring activities on May 1 at 1800 hrs. TCEQ will continue air 
monitoring during site operations.  EPA will discontinue air monitoring activities on May 1 at 1900 hrs. 

•         EPA plans to demobilize START personnel and assets throughout the day on May 2.  The MCP and command 
trailer are scheduled for demobilization on May 3.  EPA will continue to provide technical assistance to the State 
and local government and participate in the site debris management meetings. 

•         State operations briefings have been discontinued effective April 30.  

•         On April 30, in the ATF morning briefing, all personnel were made aware that fire department personnel and 
apparatus would be at the site of the explosion to provide fire suppression capabilities to respond to any flare-ups 
of smoldering grain. 

•         Two meetings are scheduled for May 1. The ATF will have a morning operational briefing at 0800 and the debris 
management coordination team will meet at 1000.  

•         Displaced residents now have access to their properties from 0700 – 1900 daily. Residential waste from the 
affected properties is being placed in their respective yards and at the curb.  

•         On April 30, EPA continued daytime air monitoring activities with three stationary sites to the west and north of 
the facility. The northern monitoring site was added to provide a downwind site during south winds.  The site is 
approximately one half mile north of the fertilizer facility. No air monitoring readings above background were 
detected during April 30th operations. 

•         The public drinking water system is still being evaluated throughout the City of West. The TCEQ and City of West 
personnel continued assessing the system on April 30. A boiled water notice remains in effect. The State of Texas 
Public Works Response Team demobilized from West on April 30. 

•         EPA’s air monitoring data for ammonia and soil sampling results have been forwarded to TCEQ to be uploaded 
onto the TCEQ website.   

•         EPA continues to coordinate with FEMA, ATF, OSHA, CSB, TCEQ, DSHS, and the Office of the Texas State 
Chemist on current and future site operations. 

•         An official statement of the cause of the incident has not been released.  ATF investigations into the order of 
events and cause of the explosion are on-going.   
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*Current as of 1900hrs 4/30.  OSC’S deployed with the Mobile Command Post. 
  
 
 
Susan D. Webster, Chief 
Removal Section 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 6 
214.665.6784 
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